
Completed in June 1867 by the Grenfell Water 
Company, Company Dam was originally constructed 
to supply water to gold claims and crushers in the 
area. The dam had an estimated capacity of 10 
million gallons (37.85 megalitres). At that time it was 
claimed to be one of the largest dams for mining in 
the colony.

As the mining era came to a close the dam fell into 
disrepair. The arrival of the railway in Grenfell in 1901 
led to a new purpose for the dam, to supply water to 
the steam engines. The Railway Department took the 
dam. The area is now Crown Land.

Nowadays, Company Dam, or ‘Comps Dam’ to the 
locals, is utilised year round as a recreational area 
popular for walking, running, cycling and canoeing.

Company Dam is home to a large number of birds, 
with over 50 different species recorded. Since 2004 
the site has been used for Birding NSW’s Important 
Bird and Biodiversity Area Survey and is a Key 
Biodiversity Area (KBA).

There are many species of plants including lilies,  
bush peas, heath plants, daisies, native grasses, as 
well as a number of orchids, the most prolific being 
the Green-comb Spider Orchid.

Be safe be seen—wear bright reflective clothing.  Wear 
sensible apparel for the climate, a hat and protect skin from 
the sun. Wear glasses to protect your eyes from glare, dust, 
dirt, insects etc. Wear your helmet and appropriate safety 
gear.

• Check the weather before leaving home.

• Carry a first aid kit and know how to use it.

• Plan your ride/walk and avoid going out alone. Let 
someone know before you leave. Advise friends/family 
where you are going and a time you expect to return. 
There is limited phone reception on some tracks.

• Always carry drinking water.

• Use a bike that is your size, fits the purpose and ride 
within your abilities.

• Keep to the marked tracks and stay off closed trails.

• Share the trail and respect others such as horse riders, 
walkers, and cyclists. Keep a safe distance from others.

• Dogs must be kept on leads at all times.

• Do not disturb plants or animals.

• Carry a bag for rubbish.

• If you see a hazard please report it to Weddin Shire 
Council on 02 6343 1212

• In case of an emergency call 000.

Disclaimer: While the information contained in this publication has 
been prepared with all due care for the benefit of the user, Weddin 
Shire Council does not warrant or make representations in relation to 
the accuracy. The information is made available on the understanding 
that Council shall have no liability for any loss whatsoever that might 
arise as a result of use of the information by the reader or any third 
parties who receive the information directly or indirectly. It is the 
user’s responsibility to make his or her own investigations, decisions 
and enquiries about the information. Copyright in the guide is owned 
by Weddin Shire Council and reproduction is not permitted without 
prior written consent of Weddin Shire Council.
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Leaving the Company Dam car park head in a northerly 
direction on a cleared fire trail flanked by native grasses 
including Marsh Bristlegrass, Lomandra bushes and in  
spring and summer wildflowers.

Showground Fire Trail 
7km  |  2.45hrs to 3.5hrs  |  Grade 3
Head in a northerly direction following the cleared fire 
trail through eucalyptus, pine and iron bark trees; goanna 
and bird tracks can often be seen crossing this trail. When 
heading south on the trail and after accomplishing the long 
grade, view glimpses of the Weddin Mountains.

Mendhams Fire Trail 
4km  |  45mins to 1hr  |  Grade 3 
Heading along the medium grade trail, stop and listen to the 
bird calls and spot a finch or two nesting or flitting through 
the pines. The track connects to the Showground Fire Trail 
at the top and along this part of the trail bluebells and 
natives bulbs can be seen. The track meanders around to the 
eastern side of the dam; follow the narrow rocky trail which 
opens to a wide sheltered sandy trail looping the dam back 
to the carpark.

Company Dam Fire Trail 
5km  |  1hr to 1.5hrs  |  Grade 3 
Head in a north easterly direction on a long, medium grade 
sandy trail to a plateau where you will see several small 
acacia seedlings which have sprung up since the drought. In 
late summer yellow paper daisies are massed amongst the 
pines. Where the trail connects to the Showground Fire Trail, 
kangaroos and wallabies may often be seen.

I N F O R M AT I O N

walking trail

I N F O R M AT I O N
bike trail

Showground Fire Trail 
7km  |  40 minutes 
Average Speed: 10.78km/h 
Minimum Elevation: 400 meters 
Maximum Elevation: 465 meters 
Total climb: 102 meters 
Total descent: 99 meters

Mendhams Fire Trail 
4km  |  20 minutes

Average Speed: 12.55km/h 
Minimum Elevation: 387 meters 
Maximum Elevation: 418 meters 
Total climb: 53 meters 
Total descent: 53 meters

Company Dam Fire Trail 
5km  |  25 minutes 

Average Speed: 12.07km/h 
Minimum Elevation: 391 meters 
Maximum Elevation: 459 meters 
Total climb: 82 meters 
Total descent: 81 meters
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Australian Walking Track Grading System 
Grade 3: Suitable for most ages and fitness levels.  
Some bushwalking experience recommended. Tracks may 
have short steep hill sections a rough surface and many steps.  
Walks up to 20km.

 


